
A Guide to Writing Concisely 

Concise writing is a vital skill across all academic disciplines. It involves 

expressing ideas clearly and succinctly without sacrificing meaning. In technical 

fields like engineering, computer science, and nursing, as well as in the humanities, 

conciseness ensures that complex ideas are communicated effectively and 

efficiently. Here’s how to master concise writing in these areas, with examples to 

illustrate the principles. 

• Clarity: Helps the reader understand your points quickly. 

• Brevity: Saves time for both writer and reader. 

• Professionalism: Reflects well on your ability to communicate. 

• Precision: Ensures that the essential information is highlighted. 

1. Eliminate Redundancies: 

o Engineering: Replace “due to the fact that” with “because.” 

o Humanities: Replace “in the event that” with “if.” 

2. Use Active Voice: 

o Computer Science: “The system processes data” is more direct than 

“Data is processed by the system.” 

o Nursing: “The nurse administered medication” is clearer than 

“Medication was administered by the nurse.” 

3. Avoid Unnecessary Words: 

o Engineering: “The test was conducted in order to determine” can be 

shortened to “The test determined.” 

o Humanities: “The reason why is because” can be shortened to 

“because.” 

4. Use Precise Language: 

o Computer Science: Instead of saying “The software has a lot of 

features,” specify “The software includes features such as X, Y, and 

Z.” 

o Nursing: Instead of “Patient showed signs of improvement,” say 

“Patient’s blood pressure and heart rate improved.” 

5. Combine Sentences When Appropriate: 

o Engineering: “The material is strong. It is durable.” becomes “The 

material is strong and durable.” 

Why Writing Concisely Matters. 

Strategies for Writing Concisely. 



o Humanities: “She was an excellent writer. She wrote many novels.” 

becomes “She was an excellent novelist.” 

 

Examples of Conciseness in Context 

1. Engineering: 

o Verbose: “The bridge failed due to the fact that the load was too 

heavy for it to support.” 

o Concise: “The bridge failed because the load was too heavy.” 

2. Computer Science: 

o Verbose: “In order to achieve optimization, the algorithm was tested 

multiple times.” 

o Concise: “To optimize, the algorithm was tested repeatedly.” 

3. Nursing: 

o Verbose: “The patient exhibited signs of recovery after the 

administration of the new treatment regimen.” 

o Concise: “The patient recovered after the new treatment.” 

4. Humanities: 

o Verbose: “In the novel, the author presents a scenario in which the 

protagonist must face numerous challenges that ultimately lead to 

their growth.” 

o Concise: “In the novel, the protagonist’s challenges lead to growth.” 
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